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Winter holiday cultural celebration Nov. 30
NOVEMBER 16, 2006

The Multicultural Student Center at Georgia Southern University is hosting the Winter Holiday
Cultural Celebration on Thursday, Nov. 30.
‘Participants will have the opportunity to learn about customs of the season in different cultures
through performances, presentations and foods,” said Consuela Pender, director of the Multicultural
Student Center. ‘They will learn about Ramadan, Kwanza, Christmas, Hanukkah and more.”
Tables and representatives of the major holidays will be in the Russell Union Commons from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Performances by the African Student Association, the Caribbean Student Association and
the Chinese Student and Scholar Association will take place on the Russell Union Commons stage at
11:30 a.m. and repeat at 12:30 p.m.
For more information, contact the Multicultural Student Center at 912-681-5409.

Hardy shares U.S. public health experience
with Albanian leaders
NOVEMBER 16, 2006

Charles Hardy, dean of the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health at Georgia Southern University,
recently traveled to Tirana, Albania, to deliver the keynote address at an international conference
titled ‘Public Health in Albania: The Way Forward.”
While there he also held daily meetings with public health professionals, including the Director of
Albania’s Institute of Public Health, the Deputy Minister of Health, and representatives of nongovernmental organizations dealing with public health. He met with medical students and
instructors, delivered several lectures on public health issues, and was interviewed by the Albanian
media.
‘My goal in Albania was to bring attention to pressing public health issues and to share some of the
programs that have been successful in the United States to prevent, promote, and protect
Americans,” said Hardy. ‘Having experience with public health education in rural Georgia made it
easier for me to relate to Albania’s public health issues, which have a direct impact on the country’s
economic development.”

Hardy indicated that Albania, as a developing country, is being confronted with many public health
issues such as access to and affordability of primary care, prevention and control of infectious
diseases, health promotion education for lifestyle diseases, and protecting the environment so that
people can live healthy and productive lives. During his week in Albania, he was able to reach more
than 300 public health professionals and students to talk about these issues, and through his media
interviews he will reach many more.
‘Public health research in Albania is developing,” he said. ‘In our discussions, I encouraged the
public health leaders to develop an evidenced-based decision model to gather empirical data that
would guide their public health practice, and we discussed the development of collaborations
between the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health and the Department of Public Health at the
University of Tirana.”
Hardy’s trip was sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of International Programs.
Enver Roshi, M.D., Ph.D., head of the Public Health Department at the Faculty of Medicine,
University of Tirana, was instrumental in having Dr. Hardy participate in the program. Roshi served
as a visiting scholar in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health during spring semester 2006.
‘I enjoyed having the opportunity to work with my colleague, Dr. Roshi, on this project,” said Hardy,
‘and I look forward to developing future collaborations that will benefit the faculty and students at
both institutions as well as the health of our publics.”

